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Paper VI

1. Make a comparative study of realistic social pgrian Tolstoy’'sDeath of
Ivan lllych and Chekov’sSeagullfrom the perspective of Russian literary
realism.

2. Explore Gogol's concern with the human conditiontasbe found inThe
Overcoat.

Paper VII

1. Analyse the tensions between the conflicting dersaridhe Victorian against
the Modern in the poems of Tennyson, Browning awgkihs prescribed for
your study.

2. Analyse the quest motif in Eliot's “Wasteland” anteats’ “Sailing to
Byzantium.”



Paper VIl

1. Attempt to sketch out the position of the writer faftion in the twentieth
century with reference to Lawrence, Conrad and Bigsh

2. “India a nation! What an apotheosis!” Explain thHgn#ficance of this line
emanating from Fielding in the novehssage to Indiawhile referring to the
context.

Paper IX

1. Trace the transition in literary criticism from thencern with language to the
theories centred on political commitment in thedadecades of the twentieth
century.

2. What leads Derrida to dwell upon bricolage/ bricolén the context of

‘structure’ and ‘human sciences’ in his essay “&tite, Sign and Play in the
Human Sciences™?

Paper X

1. Highlight the idea of nation as heterogeneous éwthitings of Rushdi€The
Midnight’s Childrer) and Amitav GhoshThe Shadow Lines

2. Analyse the structural links between the two paftsAnita Desai’'s novel
Fasting, Feasting.



AN EXAMPLE OF STUDENTS' WRITING AND THE EVALUATION
Topic: Milton and Satan

[General Comment: This answer was written originally as an essay
for the assignment of twenty marks. It was also rated as one of the
better answers than many others. The answer/essay can be
shortened if we exclude repetitive descriptions of Milton’s historical
background. The student has tried to include different ideas. The
connection between Milton and the character of Satan should have
received much closer attention. That kind of focus will be much tighter
in a shorter essay which will exclude much description. This essay
shows originality in many ways and shows the writer's attempt to
arrive at a clear conclusion. However, there is no proper conclusion.
We have shaded those passages which contain various errors of
grammar, spelling and style]

John Milton (1608-74) was a solitary and devotegifé of the seventeenth
century. He was like a master and at times ‘Vitapee protector of several
general causes he selected to embrace. Milton akas tinto account as an
important poet after Shakespeare in the histofgngflish Iiteraturé.

Milton wrote many pamphlets and poe-ms. He stahisdpamphleteering
career with “Of Reformation touching Church-Disaigl in England (1641)”,
“The Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce (1643), ‘@opagitica (1644)” etc.
and among poems he wrote ‘Ode on the Morning ofsEfiNativity (1629),

‘L’ Allegro and Il Penseroso (1631/32), ‘Lycidad§37)’, ‘Paradise Lost

During the 1Y century the revolutionary change that came ovemttional
life of England was in the political field. The aglel political convictions and
conventions crumbled down in the™entury and new democratic ideals
grew up. King’s theory of Divine Right began to bpenly contested. The
Parliament and the king, Charles | came into aipitecs conflict. The
source of collision were ‘complex’; Charles | anid father James | lacked
the dexterous and pliancy of Queen Elizabeth invariag to the needs of the
Parliament nor they looked after the rose of theroercial classes. King
Charles I trusted that he had accomplished higglats a king and permit his
subordinate as much freedom as they had the ahilignjoy. He failed to
understand the mental condition of his subordiriatdoth England and
Scotland, which led to the civil conflict. The diwar came to an end in 1649
after the execution of the king under the leaderssfi Cronwell. Milton
represented the indomitable intellectual forcehef tivilwar of England. He
strongly protected the execution of the king, asmauneration he was offered
a post of Latin Secretary in the government of @mlh But in 1660 the
scene of English politics took a reversed ordear&s 1l ascended the throne
of England and with the restoration of the kingea@plly the puritan, who
were responsible for Charles | execution were tedeand Prosecuted Milton
was also arresteqd.

The religious condition of England also changedta There was a revolt
against the Anglican Church and the Anglican Arshbp, Laud. There was
a rose and fell of the Anglican Church. Religiorvggmed the personal and
national life of peoplé.

The religious and political debate in the middletioé 17" century, which
divided the English nation, helped Milton to decitle direction of his career
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With the break down of his expectation for the depment of determined
protestant republic in 1660, Milton moved away appty from political
literature and had redirected his creative drote arefined project for an
epic poem in English. He wrote his famous epic ptleen'Paradise Lost’, a
volume of twelve boo-ks. The book was about ‘mdin& disobedience’ and
‘loss of Eden’. (English study Material, Paper 2odk 2, Pg. no. 29).
Nevertheless, in its ‘mamoth’ stroke, it surroundetion began with Satan’s
‘revolt’ against God for the expulsion of Adam dgde from ‘Paradise’.

Paradise Lost was based on Milton’s cosmologyotitained Heaven, Chaos,
Earth, and Hell. Before the fell of Satan there W#&aven and Chaos and
instantly before the fell of Satan; “Hell was catveut of the nether most
region of Chaos”. (English Study Material papeib®ck,2, pg-37). There

was a gate watched by Sin and Death. The world st formed after

Satan’s ‘expulsion’ from Heaven was a sphere aatktlvas no chaos. It was
joined to/the Heaven by a golden chain and golwmaseL

Satan was one of the main character of ‘Paradist’.LHe was a fallen
archangel and his companion were ‘Beelzebub’, @eli ‘Moloch’,
‘Mammon’ and| ‘Raphael’. ‘Paradise Lost’ would lo&s trust and vigour
without ‘Satan’. “Lascelles Abercrombie said, “lag/surely the simple fact
that ‘Paradise Lost’ existed only for one figurkatt was Satan just as the
lliad existed for Achilles and the Odyssey for Cshiss”. (BB Jain’s Paradise
Lost book I, Narain series, Pg. no. 151). Streragtti courage was the key of
his character. But Milton represented Satan as rahodiment Evil. But
Milton represented Satan as an embodiment EvilarBabuld change his
appearance. He changed himself to a rapaciousobidairk plumage, a lion

Milton unconsciously put of himself into Satan.dHy, he presented Satan
with his republicanism. Secondly Satan was givesutfage never to submit
or yield”, and this was his own. While he assettet he would “justify the
ways of God to man”, (BB Jain’s, Paradise Lost bbpKarain’s series, Pg.
no. 157), he was unknowingly created Satan in his omage and justified
the ways of Satan to God.

Paradise Lost faced lots of critical ‘reception’o$t of the critics viewed that
Satan was the hero of Paradise Lost however sortieif also refused to it.
‘Dryden’ had accused Milton, for creating a wickeldaracter, the hero of
Paradise LostSaurat’ has put forward the theory that Milton héthsvas the
hero of the poem. Though Milton created Satan, érsqmally put himself
into the struggle against Satan. It was Milton wexposes’, ‘denounces’,
‘condemns’ and finally defeated Satan. According &aurat Satan
represented the evil in Milton himself and so hever him out of the
‘Paradise’ of his heartkeats called Paradise Lost a “corruption of our
language”. Keats also declared that “life to himil{¢M) would be death to
me.” (Study Material, English, Paper 2, vol-2, pg. 32). Shelly discovered
Milton’s evil Spirit farmore greater than his Mitits evil spirit far more
greater than his God. During that time Hazlitt disered “Satan the most
heroic subject that ever was chosen for a poentud¢gSMaterial, English,
Paper 2, vol-2, pg. no. 32). Walter Raleigh viewfedt Milton had closely
applied Satan as the hero of the epic. Some ofliersCharles William
opined that Satan was rather a fool than a|hero.

But the most occupied debates were given by EMWartl and CS Lewis.
Tillyard said that the fact of the poem could badtwn by knowing the true
state of Milton’s mind when he wrote it”. (Study Maal, English, Paper 2,
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vol-2, pg. no. 33. CS Lewis, commented that “Miltoad laid down his “A

Preface to Paradise Lost” is; till date, the “flagarer of Miltonism”. (Study °
- Comment: The quotations are not
! properly contextualized.

Paradise Lost tried to maintained the ‘Virtue ofi€ae’ not suffering, “Of
enlightened learning not submissive ignorance”. d@gw Sanders, second
ed. Pg. no. 234). It didn’t simply viewed us Adarb&ing un-Paradised, but
also about Adam’s possessed of true humanity: ‘afiprtsuffering’,
(Andrew Sanders, second ed. Pg. no. 234) and mingeof both elegance
and freedom. Adam and Eve’s going away from Pagadiss sorrowful, but
it also presented the view of a ‘subjected’ worldich was ‘all before them’

Comment: This paragraph is not

was put under C0|0n|a||3h'1- clearly connected with the argument.

and now they could choose their own home. Verymntyge'Paradise Lost’ {

‘Paradise Regained’ (1671) was a sequel to ‘Pagddist’. It contained four
books. It dealt only with one particular view of i@ian story in four books.
In ‘Paradise Regained’ Satan tried to tempted Chrithe Wilderness could
be called a ritual “re-enaction of the Originall'fa{David Daiches, vol. 2,
pg-449). But Satan failed. Christ’'s opposition tedhe defeat of Satan’s evil
plot. Christ faced the trick of Satan’'s “quasi hém®lan not as God’,
(David Daiches, vol. 2, pg-449) and his joy wasrefiere released for
Mankind. The state of Milton achievement in Paradisst did not matched
by what was apparently gained by its successoathse Regained'. In spite
of its title Paradise Regained didnot claimed ttieaj that the release of
human race joint on Christ's opposition to temptatin the Wilderness,
“though a job-like patient submission to the will@od is clearly a dominant

theme”. (Andrew Sanders, second ed. Pg.no.235). | o the argument o does not agree

Milton was a poet of Renaissance period and it reflscted in his writings. with the topic.

Milton expressed through Satan the true spirit oénd&lssance. The

Renaissance enforced insatiable thirst of knowledge adventure and

exploration. It was this thirst that implied Satanspite of all dangers and -

risks, to broke away from Hell and explored the lyeweated human world. R
reading.

Milton through this epic poem he conveyed the ngsshat rise and fall was
a part of human being life and only ‘Fall’ enrichtbe experience of human
being’s life.




